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UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Flemish Minister for Environment, Agriculture and Development Aid, Ludo Sannen,  resigned 
on February 17, 2004.  He has been replaced by his green party colleague Mr. Jef Tavernier. 
 
Newly appointed Minister Jef Tavernier will be interim Minister until the regional elections of 
June 2004. This is the second time Mr. Tavernier serves as interim Minister.  In August 2002, 
he replaced Magda Alvoet, Federal Minister of Public Health and Environment until the 
elections of May 2003.   


